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The Westward Expansion in the Period 1860 to 1890
Introduction
Westward cities experienced tremendous growth in the period between 1860 and 1890. There was a lot of growth in the population which put a strain on the available number of social amenities. This necessitated the need for expansion of most of the infrastructure and other amenities to ensure that the people lived a better life. The rate of development that was witnessed during this period was rapid as different sectors of the economy developed at a faster rate (Davies, 2018). The major elements that were considered during this period were the growth of major cities, railroad networks, improved agricultural land and state and territories.
Interpretation, Synthesis and Analysis of the Westward Expansion
The maps show the manner in which the westward cities developed within the period of 1860 to 1890. This is a period in which most of the cities were seeking to move from the traditional methods of doing things to the modern methods. The map shows a significant increase in the population of the people right from the starting period to the end. The 1860s period is signified by a population that is only above 500,000 and not more than 1,000,000 (Westward expansion 1860-1890). The majority of the cities had a population of above 100,000. The same case is witnessed in the 1870s as the population increases but still falls short of the 1,000,000 mark. The period 1880s was characterized by a rapid increase in the population as there were some cities that record a population of over 1,000,000 people. The number of people over 500,000 also increased during this period. The same was replicated in the 1890s as the number of people kept increasing. This can be attributed to the increase in birth rate over the death rate.
The map also shows a significant growth in the number of cities. The number of major cities that existed in the 1860s was much less as compared to those that were in the 1890s (Westward expansion 1860-1890). This is as a result of an increase in population that forced most people to move from the place that they were living and search for new places for settlement and agriculture. The reason for the movement was to acquire resources and new lands for agriculture and settlement as the resources that were previously there were depleted by the increase in population. This resulted in the growth of several cities across the westward end. It goes without saying that as the population grows, the need to create more towns and cities increase as people expand their territories (Billington & Hedges, 1949). This explains the growth of the number of cities from 1860 to 1890.
The number of improved agricultural land is something that also increased rapidly for the two sets of periods. This is something that can be seen from the map as in the period of 1860s, the % of improved agricultural land was relatively low. There was a slight improvement when it came to the 1870s as more people started to increase the area in which they practice agriculture in. The period was signified by the increase in agricultural practices which in turn led to more people turning to farming (Toms, 2017). This is witnessed by the increased number of agricultural land during this period. The 1880 period was symbolized by even more agricultural practices as most of the people had realized that it was a great source of income. They could be able to sustain themselves using agriculture by selling their farm produce and getting cash. This enabled them to attend to other needs. From the map, the areas under agriculture kept on increasing during this period (Westward expansion 1860-1890). This is also the same with the 1890s as more cities had developed and thus there was more available land for agriculture. The people who moved to these cities carried with them agricultural practices that they implemented in the new areas (Billington & Hedges, 1949).
The railroad network also developed significantly over this period. The areas that were covered by the railroad network during the 1860 period was relatively few as compared to the other subsequent periods. This can be attributed to the need for locomotion of the people as they sought to travel from one region to another so as to carry out trade or access some of the resources. The agriculture that had also grown significantly contributed to the growth in the network as farmers needed to transport their produce (Taylor, Neu & Neu, 1956). Thus the railroad network increased significantly from the 1860s to the 1890s.
The map also shows a significant increase in the number of territories or states (Westward expansion 1860-1890). In the 1860s, the number of states and territories that existed were very few. This however started to change in the 18790s as people sought to have their own freedom from those that were oppressing them. The need to establish their own nations where they could be free from the oppression and harassment led to the formation of several other states (Toms, 2017). This was also motivated by the need to establish a society that follows rules and regulations in order to avoid criminal activities in the society. This saw the number of states grow tremendously over the period. The growth of states and territories also continued in the 1880s and reached an all-time high in the 1890s, and as the number of cities grew, there was increasing need to connect the different cities and towns to enable transportation of agricultural produce from one to another and this saw a tremendous development of the railroad network (Taylor, Neu & Neu, 1956)
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is important to note that the period between 1860 and 1890 was symbolized by a lot of rapid change in various elements of the society and expansion of territories. This is clearly shown by the changes depicted in map as the number of cities, railroad, state and territories and agricultural land kept improving from one decade to another. The significant increase in agricultural practices, the need for transportation, requirement of areas for trading and living and the desire for self-rule triggered the changes that were witnessed during this period. This signified the issue of westward expansion as captured in the map.
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